S.D. Levison Dies , Aide to 


NEW 




i (AP) — Stanley 


David Levison, 67. an attorney and 
businessman who helped Dr. Martin 
Luther King plan the civil rights 
struggles of the 1960s, died Wednes- 
day at his home here after a long ill- 
ness. 

Aside from spending many years on 
the boards of King's Southern Chris- 
tian Leadership Conference and that 
of the American Jewish Conference, 
Mr. Levison also worked closely with 
District 1199 of the National Union of 
Hospital and Health Care Employees 
when it was organizing low-paid hospi- 
tal workers. 


He was once the target of an FBI 
probe of whether he was an unregis- 
tered member of the Communist 
Party, something Mr. Levison always 
denied and which the federal govern- 
ment never proved. 

He provided unpaid services to 
King's Southern Conference Leader- 
ship Conference and was the one who 
gave the civil rights leader the idea 
for the Poor People’s Campaign 
mach on Washington in the late 1960s, 
according to Mr. Levison’s son, An- 
drew. 

"I was deeply saddened to learn of 
the death of Stanley Levison . . . one 


Kim* in ’ 60 s 

O r 

of my husbnad’s most supportive 
friends,” said King’s widow, , Coretta 
Scott King, in a statement issued in 
Atlanta. 

Acting U.N. Ambassador Andrew 
Young, a leading King aide in the 
1960s, said when reached in Douala, 
Cameroon, that “Stan Levison ' was 
one of the closest friends Martin King 
and ever had. Of all hte unknown 
supporters of the civil rights move- 
ment, he was perhaps the most impor- 
tant." 

In addition to his son, Mr. Levison 
is survived by his wife, the former 
Beatrice Merldn, and a brother.. 


